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Remember them which have the rule over 
you, who have ſpoken to you the word 


of God: whoſe faith follow, confidering 
the end of their converſation. 


4 
E do not doubt to aſlert this E- 
ſtle Canonical Scripture, a d 
| aſſign it to St. Paxl, as the 


Amanuenſis or Pen-man of it; though contro- 
verted of old by Marcion, and the Arizns in 
Oppoſition to the Divinity of Chriſt, herein 
plainly evinced; and by Cajetan of late. St. Pe- 
ter's Intimation in his Second Epiſtle, an Epi- 
ſtle written Six Years after this, does, methinks, 
put it quite out of doubt: Orr beloved Bro- 
ther Paul alſo, according to the Wiſdom given 


unto 


Pet. }.! 5. 
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% wnto him, hath written to you, viz. To you 
"is Jews, then Strangers ſcattered throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia and Bithynia : For we 
know of no other Epiſtle but this, directed by 
our Apoſtle to them. If any will not reſt ſa- 
tisfhed with this, let him look upon the roker 
2 Thef, 3.07 ſeal, which he ſets to every Epiltle, as he 
'7- did to this, viz. The Grace of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
whereas the Jews did uſually. conclude their 
,r:r.z.1,, Addrefles with a Valediction of Peace, as did 
+ Job. 14 St, Peter and St. John afterward. 

And though he prefixes not his Name to it, 
as he did to the reſt of his Epiſtles, for ſome 
good Reaſons, which wou!d take up too much 
of your Time and Patience to hear ; yet the 
Sentences thereof ſo grave and weighty, and 
expreſſive, breath the Spirit and Majeſty of 
this Apoſtle. Add hereunto the Profecution of 
his Deſign herein, which renders ic highly pro- 
bable; for, according to his wonted Mcthod, 
he firſt lays the Doctrine of Faith as a Founda- 
tion, and upon it raiſes Precepts of good Man- 
ners, and DireGtions to an. holy Lite, as the 
Building. And as by Faith, we are united to 
our Head Cbrift Feſns ; fo by Love we are knic 
together, and waited among our ſelves ; there- 


fore to the Dodrine of Faith, treated of 
at 
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at large in the Twelve Firſt Chapters, he does 
immediately ſubjoin an Exhortation to brother- 
ly Love in the beginning of this, ſpecifying 
rwo ſorts of Perſons, to whom more eclpecially 
we are obliged to direct it, wiz. Strangers and 
Captives. Strangers driven from their Homes, 
and forced to take up Delarts, Dens, and 
Caves for their Habitation ; Captives, who 
were houſed indeed, but to their greater At- 
fliction, detained in their Bonds and Priſon tor 
their Protefſion of Chriſtianity. 

This Profeſſion he doth very earneſtly exhort 
them in this Epiſtle, to hold faſt without wavering, 
maugre thoſe grievous Perſecutions, which fom 2;. 
Jews and Gentiles did now preſs hard upon them 
on every ſide; to give earneſt heed to the things * "- 
which they had beard; to hold faſt the confidence and 4. «. 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end; not to be ,, _. 
of them who draw back unto perdition, but of them 
who believe, to the ſaving of the ſoul. Laſtly, 

Not to be ſlothful, but to be followers of them, who <«, 
through faith and patience inherit the promiſes. 
The very Argumeut which my Tcxt offers, 
Remember them, &c. 

The Perſons mentioned thercin are preſented 
with a double CharaCter, they are ſuch as rule 


over them, and have ſpoken to them the Word 
| of 


I 
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of God : The Duties which referr to them are 
two; they muſt remember and imitate them; and 
this in two things here particularly taken Notice 
of, as r. Their Faith. 2. Their Perſeverance and 
Conſtancy, even to the end of their Conver- 
ſation. I will (by God's Help) very plainly, 
and expeditely {peak to theſe particulars, and 
then give them a Review, and adapt the whole 
to the Deſign of our preſent Solemnity. 

And tor the better underſtanding of what I 
have to ſay, I pcemile, 

1. That the Apoſtle cannot be ſuppoſed 
to mean here, thoſe who were then living, 
bur who had been for ſome time deceaſed. It 
is true, we read it in the preſent Tenſe, thoſe 
who have the Rule; but the Word "mw, 
may be: well rendred in a paſt one, as will a 
pear by comparing it with the following Words, 
and have ſpoken to you the Word of God, and the 
Apofile calls on them to remember them, which 
ſuppoſes them abſent from them, viz. in the 
Body, and preſent with the Lord ; as allo to 
conſider the End of their Converſation, "tx3eov, 
z. e. their Deceaſe, their Exit, or Departure 
out of the World. 

2. This was the laſt of St. Paul's Epiſtles, 
and written by him, as 'tis guels'd, about the 


Eighth 
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Eighth Year of the Emperour Nero, and pre- 
ſently after Timothy's Enlargement trom Pri- 
ſon: After which, we hear no more of our A- 
poſtle; nothing indeed of him bur Con jecture. 
So that before the writing of this Epiſtle, not 
only St. Stephen the Protomartyr, but Sr, Tames 
the Great, the Brother of Fobn ; and allo very 
probably, St. James the Leſs, the Brother of 
our Lord, and*Conſiituted by him Bithop of 
Feruſalem, were put to Death 3 and perhaps 
tome others, whom neither Holy Scriptures, nor 
Fccleliaſtical Writings, give us any Account of. 
Only Baronins out of Doſethens, tells us of Silzs, 
Narciſſus, and others, whoſe Memories the He- 
brews were obliged to Regard and Prelerve, 
whoſe -a'!th to Follow, whoſe Converſations 
ro Imitate. And, 

1. Them who rule over you, viz. chiefly 
and principally the Bithops ; as allo, though in 
an inferiour Sence, Presbyters : For thus, both 
among Prophane and Sacred Authors, the Word 
imports Pretets or Governours, whether in 
Church or State. 

We tind the Title Applied to Chriſt as 
Ruler or Governour in ffrae/; ro his Apo- var. 
ſtles, "Hyiuws &; 5 Jaxoir, Let him that is chief, or Luk. 


who ruleth among you, ' be- as he that doth ſerve; © 
and 
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AR. 15. 
22, 


and particularly to Silas and Judas, Chief men 
or rulers among the people. 

This Notion of the Word we have from 
the laſt Words of this Chapter and Epiſtle; 
Salute all them that have the rule over you, viz. 
the Biſhops and Paſtors of your Churches, ( tor 
{uch there were, at this time, conſtitured over 
the Churches of the believing Jews, e{pecially 
in Syria and Fudza) and all -the Saints, vis. 
the Flock cominitted to their charge: Rulers 
and Saints being the Two Words made ule 
of to comprehend all the Chriſtian Hebrews, 
to whom this Epiltle is directed, 

It Mr. Mede's Thought be right in his Ex- 
polition of that Text of the Apoſtle, Let the 
Elders that rule well, be counted worthy of dou- 


71. ble honour, and eſpecially they who labour in the 


Word and DoGirine ; where he diltinguilhcs 
Two fort of Elders, viz. Reſidentiaries, and 
ſuch as were affixed to certain Churches, wholc 
buſineſs was preſidere gregi, to govern and In- 
ſtru& their Flocks, who are el{ewhere called 
Prophets and DoGtors; and others who had 
no fixed Station or Charge over any certain 
Church, but travelled up and down to. Preach 
the Goſpel where it was not, and to Eſtabliſh 


it where it was. Their Dioceſs was the whole 
World, 
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World, as it was St. Payl's ; innizz, faith he, 
I. heve laboured, or, 1 bave travelled up and "*. 15: 
down more than they all ; and they are elſewhere 
known by the Name of Evangeliſts: I ſay, If 
this Obſervation be genuine, why may not we 
too diſtinguiſh in my Text, thoſe that ruled 
well among the Hebrews, trom others who 
had ſpoken to them the Word of God ? 

The Firſt of theſe, under what Name ſoever 
they. paſs among Divines, whether we call them 
Miniſters of the Word, or Apoſtles, or Go- 
vernours, or Paſtors, or Doctors, or Con- 
ductors and Guides of Faith, or High-Prieſts, 
or Prelates and Biſhops of the Church, this 
is obvious, that their Work is to rule over, 
and govern their Flocks. 

What Society can ſublilt without Order, 
without Government ? Thus 1s the very Soul 
that animaces and influences it : Neither Churcif 
nor Kingdom can live and breath without 
It, 

Look over the leveral Appellations given to 
our Lord in Holy Scripture, as Lord, Shep- 
herd, King, Husband, the Head of his Church, 
and do they not all imply a Precedence or Au- 
thority ? Read over the Titles with which he 
hath grac'd his beloved Church, ſtiiing her 


B 2 his 
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his Body, his Spouſe, his Flock, his Houthold 
or Family, and do they not all 1mport an or- 
derly and regular Submiſlion ? 

But Chriſt hath now left the World, and 
alcended up on high; and when he did fo, 
Ep1.4.11. Ne gave Gifts unto Men ; He gave ſome Apoſtles, 

and ſome Prophets, and ſome Ewangeliſts, and 

ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfedting of 

the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtery, for the 

edifying of the body of Chrift. And thus parricu- 

larly did he authorize his Apoſtles, this Com- 

miſſion did he give them, and in them their 

Succeſſors, not only to ſpeak the Word of 

God unto his Saints, but to rule over them ; 

a Power really communicated to them, with 

other Gifts and Graces, on the Day of Pen- 

a8. 1.4: tecoft : Te ſhall receive power after that the Holy 

Ghoſt is come upon you; a Power which hath 

Þeen ever fince exerciſed in the Church of 

Chriſt, by Chriſtian Biſhops and Prieſts, but 

with reſpe& to their different Station and 
Order. 

Aaron of Old, had, you know, his Rod, 

Num.17-8. 25 the Biſhop his Paſtoral Staff, an Emblem of 

Authority, an Enfign of Juriſdiction, a Rod 

to ſupport the Weak and Innocent, to cha- 


ſtiſe the Wicked and Impenitent , to mete 
out 
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out Reward and Puniſhment refpeCtively unto 
all. This Rod of his St. Auſtin calls Sacramen- 
tum Sacerdotale, and Iſidore Peluſiote, inuavan vni- 
&s, the Type of the Prieſthood, a ſignificant 
Hieroglyphick of his Duty. 
Ir inſtructs him to be courageous and vigilant 
in his Office, and to Rebuke with all Authority, 
to Admoniſh, to Reprove, and that with Sharp- 
nels too, as occaſion offers, according to the Pow- 
er which the Lord hath given to Edification, and 
not unto Deſtruction. And to rejed thole 
Counſels and Reproots, is to offer Violence to 
the Authority which God hath erected in his 
Church : In this caſe, He that deſpiſeth,. deſpiſeth » Tui. 4. 
not Man but God. « » 
The higheſt Acts of this Authority are the 
admillion of Perſons to the Communion of the 
Church by Baptiſm, and excluding them from it 
by Excommunication : When Men once con- 
remn Diſcipline, and deſpiſe Order, and become 
Refractary and Obſtinate, Reſolution and Seve- 
rity, are then the proper Vertues of thele Rulers, 
and Juſtice it ielt 1s their Mercy ; they muſt then 
with David,condeſcend to be Door-keepers in the 
houſe of God, to ſhut out all Prophaneneſs, and 
debar ſuch Offenders from invading her Commu- 
nion and Offices, from hearing the Word of 
God ſpoken to them. This 


I © 


A Sermon Preached before 


Folt. 19. 3. 


This is the other CharaGer of the Perſons re- 
commended to our Remembrance and Imita- 
tion ; who have ſpoken to you the Word of 
God, who have inftrufted you in the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, the proper Food and Nourith- 
ment of the Soul, with which his Sheep, his 
Lambs are fed; and by Virtue of which, they 
advance and grow up unto a full Stature in 
Chriſt Teſus : This is life eternal to know thee, 
the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom thou 
haſt ſent. ; 

And this is a Work, that none is too great 
or too high for; for it is a Work of Charity, 
and Charity. is the Work of Heaven ; nay, of 
the higheſt and moſt eminent Charity, to give 
Alms to the Souls of Men, to cloath the Na- 
kednels of their Underſtandings, and ſupp!y 
the Wants of their impoveriſhed Reaſon. And 
for this Purpoſe, hath God appointed :nd (e- 
parated an Order of Men, whole bufinels ſhould 
be to devote themlclves to the Servic2 of Re- 
ligion, the Study ot the Scriprurcs, and the 
Work of the Miniſtry ; co inſtrudt men in thoſe 
things they know nor, to re-mind them of thoſe 
things they already know, to reprove them for 
what they do amils, to inſpect diligently rhe 


Lives and Manners of Men, to apply ſeaſonable 
Encou- 
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Encouragements to fearful, and Comforts to di- 
ſtreſſed, Confciences. This is indeed, ſpeaking 
the Word of God ; it is not properly a flow of 
Words, nor the draining of an Hour-glaſ(s, 
but an &fc@ual procuring that men be taught 
their Duty, and urged to the performance of 
it. And this is effected more particularly and 
publickly by Catechizing and Preaching. 

As to Catechizing, you cannot but know the 
great import and Advantages of it; how ne- 
ceſlary it is, that a good Foundation be firſt 
ſaid before a irm Superſtructure can be raiſed, 
how needtul it is, rhac the firſt Principles ſhould 
be well underſtood betore the greater myſteries 
can be throughly apprehended ; What a moſt 
excellent Expedient it is to prevent Schilm and 
Herely, Atheilm and Prophanencls; What Be- 
nefits would hence accrue both to Church and 
State; I ſuppole it needleſs go enlarge on it in 
this knowing Aiſembly. Nor is this Office of 
Catechizing below the Dignity of the greateſt 
Miniſter of God : The Primitive Fathers gene- 
rally were ze ; nay, very probably the holy 
Apoſtles themſelves were lo. 

As to Preaching, 'tis a Duty too of infinite 
conſequence and advantage, even the Power of 
God unto Salvation, when rightly and plainly 

diſpen- 
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diſpenſed : I ſay, plainly, for what have the 
1gnorant Vulgar to do with controverſy? Why 
ſhould their Heads be filled with perplexed 
Notions and fooliſh Queſtions which engender 
Strifes ? Such things as are of daily Uſe and Pra- 
Ctice, ſuch as are all carneſt and zealous Incul- 
cations of Obedience to God, and to man for 
God's Sake, of Humility and Sobriery, of Love 
and Charity, of common Juſtice and Honeſty, 
of Faith and Repentance and good Works, &c. 
= If thou put them in remembrance of theſe things, 
ram-4%: thor ſhalt be arts dures, a faithful Miniſter of 
Teſus Chriſt ; and as ſuch, worthy hereafter to be 
remembred, which directs me to conſider the Du- 
ties here recommended to us, and, 1. Remember, 
Men naturally delire to be remembred tho' 
dead and gone, tg have their Names perpetu- 
ated to after-Ages 3 nor has there been want- 
ing among the Heatnen, ſuch, who, tho' not 
inſpired with the Hopes of a future Reward, 
yet have taken care to have their memories 
conveyed to Poſterity. Witnels the Egyptian 
Pyramids, as alto certain Statues among the 
Greeks, with the Names of their Founders in- 
{cribed on them. This they impetrated as a 
Favour from their Gods ; this they accounted 
a Blefſt g to have themſclves remembred after 
Death. And 


_ _ —— — 
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And indeed fo it is; for otherwiſe God 
would never have affured it to righteous men, 
That they ſhould be ha in everlaſting remen- 
brance, That their righteouſneſs ſhould remain for vil, 112, 
ever; and their memories never periſh. Our Sa- 
viour hath ſaid it of Mzry Magdalen, That where-,, aa 
foewer bis Goſpel ſhould . preached, that which ſhe 
had done ſhould be ſpoken of for a memorial of ber. 
Whereas God hath threatned the Wicked with 
Exciſion, even of their very Names, that their 
memory ſhould periſh; or, it it did out-live 
them, it ſhould rot, and (as we ay) ſtink 
above ground ; or like Let's Wite's Pillar, 
which remained to Poſterity, a Speftacle of 
Divine Vengeance for many Generations; ſo 
that they who paſled by wagged their Heads 
at it. 

But the memory-of the Juſt ſhall be bleſled, 
i. e. ſo far as known; and God calls on us, 
who ſurvive them, to take care, that ir be (o. 
Remember themz recolle& choſe Gitts and GCra- 
ces, with which God had fo remarkably en- 
dowed them ; Acknowledge to his Glory, what 
good they have done us; remember them as 
our ſpiritual Parents and BenefaCours ; as thoſe 
who laboured and watched for the good of our 
Souls ; think of them wich Delight, who have 

C put 
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put off their Fleſh, and are- paſſed this Stage 
of ſin and ſorrow to their everlaſting Homes; 
ſpeak of them to their praiſe, for which God 
did ſo eminently quality them, 

This hath been the Practice of all Ages, 
even of ſuch as never heard of Chriſt. Let 
as now praiſe famous Men, (aid the wiſe Syra- 
cides) and our fathers that begat us : The Lord 
hath wrought glory on them through his great 
Power from the beginning, ſuch as did bear 
Rule in their Kingdoms, men renowned for their 
Power ; Leaders of the People : By their Counſels 
and by their Knowledge of Learning meet for the 
People ; wiſe and eloquent in their Inſtru&ions. 


. And again, All theſe were honoured in their Ge- 


nerations, and were the Glory of the times ; There 
be of them that have left a Name behind them, 
that their Praiſes might be reported. And 
again, Mercijul men, whoſe righteouſneſs hath not 
been forgotten ; Their ſeed ſhall remain for ever, 
and their glory ſhall not be blotted out. And again, 
Their bodies are buried in Peace, but their Name 
liveth for evermore ; The people will tell of their 
wiſdom, and the Congregation will ſhew forth their 
praiſe. 

How very exad& too were the Primitive Chri- 


ftians, in honouring the memories of their 
Martyrs 
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Martyrs and deceaſed Bithops? For this were 
the Diptychs read in the Church, which were 
two Leaves or Tables, on the one whereof 
were written the Names of thoſe pious Men and 
Confeſſors who were yet alive; and on the o- 
ther thoſe who had died in the Lord, and were 
at reſt. For this were Altars ereced over their 
Graves; For this were their Pictures hung up 
in their private Shops and Houles ; For this 
were Churches, though dedicated to God, made 
to bear the Names of Saints to preferve their 
Memories ; For this were their Feaſt-days cele- 
brated, Panegyricks made on them, and their 
Lives written. St. Baft{ wrote the Life of Bar- 
laam, who was but a poor Shepherd ; Nazian- 
zen, of Baſil and others, which, he ſaith, he 
left to Poſterity, ws xorey ders mdxa, ASA COMMON 

Table of Virtue for all the World to look on. 
We do not read of any Worſhip in thoſe 
times addreſſed to them (this were to diſho- 
nour not only that God who crowned them, 
but themſelves alſo ; for Honour, where it is 
not due, is a kind of contumely :) we donot 
read of any Prayers for them to be delivered 
out of Purgatory, nor of adoring their Re- 
liques, ror of Proſtration to- their Images, nor 
of Pilgrimages to their” Shrines, aor ot ſaying 
C 2 Maſles, 
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Maſſes, vor of making Vows or Oblations 
unto them, as Cornelins a Lapide, and. others, 
urge even from this very Text. No, they on- 
ly prayed, as we doe, for a glorious Reſurre- 
Ction, for their perfe&t  Conſummation and 
Bliſs both in Body and Sou), in his eternal and 
everlaſting Kingdom. But the greateſt Honour 
which they did them, was to follow or imi- 
tate them; which is the ſecond Duty inculca- 
ted in the Text. 
The very Remembrance of good men is a 
Degree, an Approach to Holineſs; otherwiſe 
St. Paul would not, as. in our Text, have re- 
uired it: as he did in another place of this 
aa. Epiſtle call upen his Hebrews, to conſider, wan- 
_— pads, 0022 a mark and SN in ſtudy 
one another, «4: HlegEveur, to. whet and ſharpen 
each others Aﬀections, now, perhaps, dull'd 
with vain and impertinent Speculations, to pro- 
woke unto love and to good works. 

By Virtue of this Imitation it is, that we be- 
come influenced, nay, ecſtafied with the Spi- 
rits of thoſe who are gone, before us ; that we 
become meek with Moſes, patient with Fob, 
chaſt with Foſeph, devout with Dawid, that 
with our Apoſtle, we forget thoſe things which are 
behind, and preſs forward: to thoſe things which 


are 
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are before ; that with him we are ready ta be of. * 2 Tim. 4 
fered up ; yea, are at the Stake, or on the © 
Rack, or at the Block with the Holy Martyrs. 
Thus when in the courle of Chriſtianity we 
doubt or diſpute with our f{clves which way 
to take, we then deliberate and adviſe, what 
Paths they trod, who have already departed 
this Life in the Faith and Fear of God, and 
eſpecially they who have had the rule over us, 
Ho!y Biſhops, or our good Fathers; wou'd 
they have turned their Backs in the Day of 
Battel, and been Cowards at the ſight. of a 
, olittering Spear? Would they have ſtruck 
Sail at every Pyrate's Threat ? Would they 
have baſcly and unworthily betray'd their Ho- 
ly Faith ? Witch what Courage, with what Re- 
ſolurion, with what Patience were they En- 
dow'd ? 

And indeed, as I intimated een now, this 
is the higheſt Honour we can do them, to 
propound them to our ſelves as our Patterns, 
and to follow them in their conftant Love 
to God, to Religion, and to all Mankind, 
whatſoever we ſuffer for it. 

This was the due Practice of Holy Men of 
Old ; Laudanms, Glorificanns, Admiramur, 8c. 


(to uſe the Words of St. Auſtin, or whoever 
he 
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he was that wrote the Book de Excidio urbis ) 
We Praiſe, we Glority, we Admire the Bleſ- 
ſed Martyrs, we Celebrate their Days with 
a pious Solemnity, we Venerate their Worth, 
and, as far as we can, we Follow them, and 
endeavour to do as they did. 

By this we raile them as 'twere, from the 
Dead to Lite again, we revive their Memories, 
we perlſonate them in this World, and a& 
their Parts: Our Actions are the Reſulrances 
of theirs, our Praiſes the Echo's of their Songs, 
and our Selves the living Images of them. 
And thoſe, who do thus Honour God's Saints 
and Figends, God himſelt will Honour ever- 
laſtingly. 

Here are Two Graces expreſs'd in the 
Text, in which elpecially we are obliged to 
follow them. 41. Their Faith. 2. Their 
Perſeverance and Conſtancy even unto the end 
of their Converlation. 

As to Faith, we here underſtand by ir, the 
Grace rather than the Rule of Faith ; and by 
it, we mean a conſiant Dependance upon 
God for the Performance of his Promiſes ; 
a being convinc'd of the truth of thoſe things, 
of which we have no ocular or ſenſible De- 
monſtration, We have an Account of it thus 

under- 


the Sons of the CLERGY. I9 


underſtood throughour the whole Eleventh 
Chapter of this Epiſtle, and of thoſe brave 
Exploits, which by Virtue hereof, the Fathers 
of the Old Teftament had wrought, and there- 
fore obtained a good report, viz. a Teſtimony 
of Gods Approbation of, and Reſpect unto 
them. 

But here, as the Apolile ſpake in the C'ole 
of that Chapter, The time would fail me to ſpeak nv. uu. 
of Abel, and Enoch, and Noah, and Abraham, *” 
and Iſaac, and Facob, and Moſes , and thoſe 
other Worthies ; who through Faith, ſubdued 
Kingdoms, wrought Righteouſneſs, obtained Pro- 
miſes, &c. 

And no leſs Eminent for this C.ace, were 
thole Holy Men under the New Teſtament, 
whole Faith theſe Hebrews here arc bid to 
tollow ; whom they had obſerv'd depending 
on God's Strength and Bleſſing, conſtantly 
and fearlel(sly diſcharging their Duties. And 
though there were as yet but few, but Three 
or Four of them that we know of, beſide 
private Chriſtians; not ſuch a Cloud as was 
under the Jewiſh Oeconomy ; yet they ought to 
lay aſide every weight, and the ſin which doth ſo wes. 12.2, 
eaſily beſet them, and to run with patience the 


race which was ſet before them ; Looking unto 
Feſus, 
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Jeſus, as alſo unto thoſe, who throngh Faith 
and Patience inherit the Promiles, confidering 
the end of their Converſation. 

Intuentes, Looking upon ſeriouſly, and 
diligently, again and again, their *zx8z9», their 
Exit or Cataſtrophe, their Fnd or going out 
ot the World. Revolve with your ſelves, how 

+ holily they adorn'd their Faith, how conſtantly 
they perlevered in the Profeſſion of it, how 
glorioully they atteſted and figned it with their 

Blood ! Faithful] they were unto Death, or, 

2s Clemens Alexandrinus exprefleth it, wu 'are- 

7vi;, to the very laſt Gaſp; as they. did run 
Rev. 2, 10. the race ſet before then, fo they did it i 6newnir, 
with Patience and Perſeverance. 

Nor ſhall! the Crown of Heaven be conſign'd 
to thoſe that contend, but to thoſe that over- 
come ; St. Par/ himſelt, that noble Champion 
of Chriſtiarity, Triumpheth nor when he pur 
on his Armour, bur when abour to put it 
off; He knew there 1s laid up for him a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, but de reliquo, henceforth 
only, when he was now a Veterane in the 
Chriſtian Warfare, had already worn our a 
long Life, and lad nothing now to do, but 
ro die in it. He was ready, prepared, not on- 
ly to be bound, (as the Sacrifices under the 

Law 
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Law were wont) but to die for the - frat of © 


the Lord Feſus: And he is moſt unworthy at 
that high and honourable Name, who will not 
rake up the moſt painfull and ignominious 
Croſz, which weareth upon it, the Inſcription 
of FESOS of NAZARETH: Jetus, who 
hath ever wrought in his own, both to will and 
to do, and to ſufter too for doing well ; who, 
as he hath ever ſupported them under what- 
ever Sufferings they have at any time labour'd, 

ſo will continue to do ſo; for he is Yeſterday, 
to Day, and the ſame for ever. 

And now paſling from my Text as. it lies 
in it ſelf, unto the Application of it unto this 
preſent Solemnity, I will introduce it with thoſe 
Words of St. Peter to the Fews, with a little Va- 
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riation; Men, Fathers, and Brethren, Let me as. -. :5. 


freely ſpeak unto you, not of the Patriarch David, 
but of your own Frogenttors, your Parents both 
in the Fleſh and in Chriſt too, your Spiritual as 
well as your natural ones, who have had the rule 
over you, who have ſpoken to you the word of God, 
who, many, moſt of them, are dead and buried, 
and their ſepulchres are with us unto this day : 
But withall, with their CharaGers and Inlcripti- 
ons, their oood InſtruGtions and Examples, whiclt 
we ſhould endeavour to Tranſcribe- and Copy 
D out 
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out in our own Converfations : For Solomon 1s 
therctore Commended, that he walked in the 
Steps of his Father David. 

I am willing to believe this of the Parents 
of us all here preſent, That they took Care 
to have us Nurs'd up and Imbib'd with early 
Sentiments of Religion ; to have our Minds, 
before they could be filled with Vanity, in- 
tus'd with the Knowledge of God and of 
Chriſt; to have our Wills, whilſt they were 
yet flexible, form'd to the Love of Vertue and 
Piety, that it is in a manner become natural 
toyou. Ye are the Children of the Prophets, 
and of the Covenant which God made with 
your Fathers; of ſuch Fathers, who have not 
only with the moſt tender and affectionate 
Words that Love could dictate, directed you 
in the Ways of Holinel(s, but walked before 
you in thoſe Ways ; who. have not only by 
Admonitions ſhew'd it to be moſt rational, but 
alſo by their conſtant Practice, cvidenc'd it to 
be moſt Pleaſant and, Delighttull, 

Unto whom then can the Duties in my Text 
be more properly applied ? How-can we chule 
but remember and follow them, our venerable 
Guides ? Revolve. with. our {elves their grave 
Advices, their —_ Sayings, and. their 


wile 
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wiſe and worthy Actions, remember with what 
ood Admonitions and Inſtructions they pur- 
fu'd and preſsd you from time to time, and 
particularly when they emancipated, na dil 
charg'd you out of their Covernimene into the 
World. and to the Pradtice of tholc Profeſſions 
and Conditions of Lite you are now advanc'd 
to, 

So that now Wickednels in us 1s a direc: 
Rep oach unto them; all Sin and Iniquity 
in us a manifeſt Scorn and Contempt of 
their Sanctity, as if ic had been nothing elle 
but a foolith Stritne(s of thoſe who ujzder- 
ſtood not their own Liberty. O ler not us 
then diiparage our Extraction! Let us not 
degenerate from the Credit and Honour 
of it! But Let. our light ſo ſhine before men, ,, 


that they ſeeing thoſe good works, with which 
we adorn our Original, may be induc'd to 


Glorify God our Heavenly Father, nay , our 
Farthly Fathers too, who are now in Hea- 
ven. Let us adhere to that Faith which 
they own'd, ſome of them with che loſs of 
their Liberty, their Eſtates, and perhaps too 
their Lives; Malign'd, Perſecuted for their 
Loyalty to the beſt of Kings; Drag'd from 
their Homes into Gaols and Prilons, there 
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ro Languith through the Cruelty of the Ma- 
levolent and Implacable Round-head. 

S: deft tyranms, ſi ſpoliator, &c. (as St. Auſtin 
ſpeaks) thoughfthere be no Tryrant ( bleſſed be 
God for it! ) no Sequeſtrator, no Plunderer a- 
broad ; yet, foraſmuch as our Religion isa ſuffer- 
ing Religion 3 and we, of all others, are taught, 
upon Occaſion, to exert a Paſlive Obedience, that 
noble, that heroic, that peculiar Docirine and 
Glory too of our Church, lee us all be reiolved, 
and prepared to do ſo , whenever God {hall 
call us thereunto, and by fo doing tollow their 
Faith confidering the end of their Converſa- 
tion. 

Laſtly, Becauſe Faith without Works is dead, 
or, no Faith at all, let us proceed, and add un- 
to it Brotherly-kindnels, and unto Brotherl y- 


kindneſs Charity. Above all things put on 
Charity ; nay, let it influence our minds, and 


eXcite us to that Beneficence, which both the 
Hopes and Neceſlities of our poor Brethren ex- 
a& from us. 

And here I muſt crave Leave to beg a rais'd 
Attention ( though it has been tired ſufficient- 
ly ;) for Time commands me to crowd my Ma- 
terials into a narrow. Compals. 


My 
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My Brethren, we are met together this Day 
in an Holy Aſſembly, upon a Deſign of re- 
lieving thoſe of the ſame Deſcent with our 
ſelves, thoſe I mean, who do now mourn in 
ſecret, and dwel! in the low Tabernacles of 
Smoak and deſolate Want ; who themſelves 
alſo would have made a part of this Solemnity, 
had not God in his Providence diſpos'd them 
to a ſadder Entertainment. Remember the Fa- 
therleſs and Widows, whoſe Cries come up to 
Heaven, even now whilſt we are paying our 
Devotions towards it ; who ſuſtain the Necel- 
firies and Hardſhips, the Cold and Hunger of 
the whole Year, upon the Hopes of being 
comforted by the Bounty and Charity, which 
rhis Day may, through God's Grace, Occa- 
ſion. 

To you therefore, who have acquired Eſtates 
by God's Bleſſing, whether on your own, or the 
Induſtry of your Anceſtors ; To you, in what 
State or Condition you are, in the Church, or 
in the State, in the City or in the Country, 
in the Court or in the Camp, on the Bench or 
at the Bar, I addreſs my elf indifferently to 
you all, I charge and exhort, I adjure and ob- 
teſt you by the Bowels of Chriſt, by your Sa- 
cred Charter, by whatever other Obligation, 

in 
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in the Words of the Apoſtle, to do good, to be 
rich in good Works, to be ready to diſtribute, willing 
to communicate. 

Remember, That Charity is ſo great a Duty, 
thar it renders men like God himiclf, who g1- 
veth liberally and upbraideth not ; like his Son 
and our Saviour, who went abour doing good ; 
this brought him down trom Heaven, this nai- 
led him to the Crols : That 'tis the only means 
we have, by which, as we are able, we 
can make Returns to God for what we are 
:nd have, By this means, we increaſe our E- 
ſtates on Farth, and Jay up Treaſures in Heas 
Ven. 

Plead not the Number of your Children or 
IDependants ; fay not, as the wile ſaid to the 
fooliſh Virgins, we have not enongh for us and 
you; but know, that God will provide for 
and bleſs your Off-ipring, how numerous ſoe- 
ver ; and you'll oblige him to take Care of 
them by your continued Charities, to thoſe 
eſpecially who are of the Houſhold of Faith, 
of the {ame Extraction with your ſelves ; for 
ſuch are the Sacrifices under the Goſpel, and 
with ſuch God 15 well pleaſed. 

I have done, adding only thole Words of 


Nu. 41% Nehemiah, or rather Ezra, Go your way, eat the 


fat, 
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fat, and drink the ſweet, and ſend portions to 
them for whom nothing is prepared : And then, as it 
follows, This day ſhall be holy unto our Lord, neither 
ſhall ye be ſorry,. for the Foy of the Lord will be 
your Strength. 


FINIS. 


